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Next Steps and Opportunities

OPI Science Assessment Update

Rawnie Crasco | Assessment Specialist | OPI Assessment Unit



Meeting Details

• This webinar will be recorded.
• To decrease background noise,

participants are muted.
• During Q/A, the facilitator will unmute

all participants.
• To speak individually, unmute your

phone/headset. Microphone should be
green.

• Use the Chat Box to send in questions
during the presentation.

• You are encouraged to ask questions
about the content.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Housekeeping…



Presentation Overview

• Goals of a Balanced Assessment System
• Updates

– Summative Science Assessments
– Interim Science Assessments
– Formative Resources

• Opportunities for Educators
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today we are going to talk about three main topics: First, we will run through the structure and goals of a balanced assessment systemNext, I will provide some updates on our balanced assessment system for scienceFinally, I’ll tell you about some opportunities for educators to become involved in upcoming science assessment development work. 



Summative 
Assessments

Measure college & career 
readiness

Formative
Assessment Process

Improve instruction & student 
learning

Interim
Assessments

Flexible for actionable 
feedback

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The formal name for our program is the Montana Comprehensive Assessment System, which is just another way of saying balanced assessment. Three aspects of assessment: 	summative (end of year) 	interim (checkin) 	formative (classroom)	Summative assessment participation and reporting are required by state and federal mandates, to help ensure equitable service in all states and districts. Formative and interim assessments are used by teachers and district staff as needed. 



Balanced Assessment System 
Slide 2
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Primary Assessment Goals for Different Users

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It’s important to keep in mind that each of these assessments is just part of the puzzle, and that all are meant to work together to prepare our students for college and careers after high school…Questions?



Summative Tests

• ACT Science 
– Grade 11 (CCR Readiness in Science)
– Paper or online

• Montana Science Assessment (MSA)
– Grades 5 and 8 (NGSS Benchmarks)
– Online only through same site as SBAC

• Alternate Montana Science Assessment (AMSA)
– Grades 5, 8, 11
– Online only through same site as SBAC
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Presentation Notes
So let’s start with an update on Montana’s summative assessments for science. We have: The ACT, given in grade 11 to all Montana juniors in partnership with the Office of the Commissioner of Higher Education, or OCHE,The Montana Science Assessment or MSA, given to students in 5th and 8th grade to align with the the grade-band benchmarks established in the Next Generation Science Standards or NGSSAnd the Alternate Montana Science Assessment, given in grade 5, 8, and 11 to our students with the most severe cognitive disabilities. The AMSA is also aligned to the NGSS.



Summative Tests Slide 2

• ACT Science
– No data, no reporting for 2020
– Back on track for 2021
– Standard setting in 2021
– Peer Review due December 2021
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Montana juniors have been taking all subsections of the ACT test for several years now. These sections include Reading, English, Mathematics, Science, and Writing. ELA and Math scores have been used for accountability since 2017. Science scores have been reported on GEMS and in other places, but have not been used as a formal accountability measure. Beginning this spring (2020), the ACT Science subtest was to have been used as Montana’s measure of high school readiness in science. Due to the pandemic-related cancellations, our activities related to this transition were interrupted. We do anticipate that ACT testing will be back on track for spring of 2021. Standard setting for ACT Science will be conducted during 2020-21 to determine cut scores for the various proficiency levels. Following that, we will submit information to the US Department of Education by December 2021 as part of the peer review process. 



Summative Tests Slide 3

• Notes on Fall ACT Testing!
– October 6 & October 20    
– Separate Schedule of Events

• Specific dates coming soon

– Accommodations approvals will roll over
– July/August: access TAA to request  new 

accommodations
– August access to PA Next
– August training webinars
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Presentation Notes
While it’s a bit off-topic, I do want to take a minute to share a few details about fall ACT testing…Questions? 



Summative Tests Slide 4

MSA and AMSA
• 2020 Development Activities

– Impact of cancellations

• 2021 Operational Field Tests
– Analysis and Reporting
– Standard Setting
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Presentation Notes
For the MSA and AMSA, development activities took place throughout the 2019-20 school year. Items were developed by the test vendor then reviewed by the OPI state team and by Montana educators. We were all set to go, and the test window opened as planned on March 16. Of course, that’s the same week schools were closed, so no students were able to take the MSA or AMSA. This means we have no data, and also that our reporting waiver will be expired before the next test administration. For 2021, we are planning an operational field test. This means that items will be analyzed to make sure they performed as designed, then adjusted results will be reported for ESSA purposed. In summer of 2021, those results will also be used to conduct standard setting so that proficiency categories can be formalized. Cut scores will be established for advanced, proficient, near-proficient, and basic categories of performance. 



Summative Tests Slide 5

• Practice/Training Tests
– Try out format, alignments
– See item types
– Practice using accommodations
– HS available for formative use only!

• Not intended to directly support ACT 

AMSA: borrowed from Hawaii 
MSA: Refresh September 2020

• Updates based on educator feedback
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Presentation Notes
There is one additional resource related to summative tests that I’d like to point out. On the testing site, you can access Practice or Training tests for both the AMSA and the MSA. These are intended to provide teachers and students with some experience related to the new online test format. For the MSA in particular, [go to link] there are a variety of item interaction types available. Students can practice using the various support tools and interactions. Teachers can practice setting up the accommodations and see how specific PEs might be assessed. It’s a very useful resources. A couple notes: This fall, a high school practice test will be made available, meant to be used as a classroom resource for teachers using the HS interims (which I’ll get to in a minute). This practice test is not meant to directly support ACT prep. The practice test for AMSA is borrowed from Hawaii, so there are some differences in the PEs tested. Also,  for the AMSA all items are multiple choice, with 2, 3, or 4 answer options depending on item complexity. The MSA practice test currently on the site will be updated, based on feedback from teachers who tried it out last year. The new version is scheduled to be available in late August or mid-September. Questions? 

https://mt.portal.airast.org/training-tests.stml


Interim Science Tests

Provide teachers with just-in-time data: 
– Focused on individual standards

• Available for ES, MS, HS
• One 3D cluster per PE
• Online item preview
• PDF answer keys 
• Automatically scored
• Online reporting
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now I’d like to shift gears now to a new resource that will be added this fall. Science interims will now be available for all three grade bands. The bank includes a cluster of items for most PEs. Teachers can preview the clusters online, and they will also be able to access PDF answer keys. Science interims will be automatically scored, and scores will be reported online just as the Smarter Interims are. These will also be accessed in the same way that Smarter Interims are. 



Interim Science Tests Slide 2
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Montana’s interims are not yet available, but this slide shows an example test selection screen from another state. You can see here the focus on individual PEs, making these resources similar to Smarter’s IABs. Teachers and students can use results from these interim assessment to see where gaps are occurring and how instruction might need to change to meet mastery of the standards. 



Interim Science Tests Slide 3

• Availability: mid-September, 2020
• Training Plan: 

– Assessment Roadshow presentations
– OPI Science Assessment site 
– Instructional video
– Cambium resource page 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
As I mentioned, the new science interims will be made available in mid-September. To learn more about them, you can attend one of this fall’s Assessment Roadshow presentations around the state. You can also check out our site and the testing portal resource page.  We will also be putting together some instructional videos that will be available in both those places. Questions?

https://sites.google.com/d/1AZzR4VjcWy0XKMPQ5ol6dl2OgvqQ8DR4/p/1kQ1YTVPVo7nBpTK43k8fPb40K2BSVfTq/edit


Formative Resources

• PAO Resources
• IEFA Resources
• OPI Content Standards and Instructions
• SCILLSS Toolkit
• OPI Learning Hub
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Presentation Notes
Over the past several years, we have been working with OPI partners and other organizations to strengthen our offering of formative resources. These sites include a variety of resources…Questions? 

https://sites.google.com/a/opiconnect.org/science-resource-repository/
http://opi.mt.gov/Educators/Teaching-Learning/Indian-Education-for-All/Indian-Education-Classroom-Resources#852709239-grades-3-5
http://opi.mt.gov/Educators/Teaching-Learning/K-12-Content-Standards-Revision/Science-Standards#88989482-resources
https://learninghub.mrooms.net/course/index.php?categoryid=85
http://opi.mt.gov/Educators/Teaching-Learning/K-12-Content-Standards-Revision/Science-Standards#88989482-resources
https://www.scillsspartners.org/scillss-resources/
https://learninghub.mrooms.net/course/index.php?categoryid=85


Opportunities for Educators

Soon:
• Theory of Action Evaluation

– Online Meetings, June 8 & 29

• AMSA
– Content Approval Committee, June 9 (filled!)

• MSA
– Item Writing Workshop, June 10-11 (12 openings)

– Content Approval Committee, October 15-16
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Presentation Notes
The last topic I want to talk about today is opportunity for educator involved in the development of these activities. Right now, the main activities we have going on are…



Opportunities for Educators Slide 2

Later (2021): 
• MSA Rubric Validation 
• MSA and AMSA Item Data Review
• MSA and AMSA Standard Setting
• ACT Science Standard Setting
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Presentation Notes
During the 2020-21 school year, some additional activities will be scheduled… 



Opportunities for Educators Slide 3

To participate in science assessment activities, 
complete the form: 

Educator Interests and Opportunities
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Presentation Notes
If you are interested in any of these activities, just follow this link to the Educator Interests and Opportunities form. Add some notes explaining which activities you are most interested in, and I’ll be sure to add you to the mailing list so you will be contacted as those events approach. Questions? 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf0UPOensvGesieXm9ngmm7EXxjJtt5K6DdaYjYc9qxQ6GhPw/viewform?usp=sf_link


Questions?
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Rawnie Crasco
Assessment Specialist 

Montana Office of Public Instruction
Phone: 406.444.5899

E-mail: Rawnie.Crasco@mt.gov

mailto:Rawnie.Crasco@mt.gov
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